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Completed at the University of Maine at Farmington for a
course in Maine history taught by Dr. Bingley

This manuscript is not intended to be a complete history of the
community but should serve as an overview of the town's first

two centuries. The community was incorporated in 1811 and Washington
County was incorporated in 1789,

This paper can be quoted without permission of the author except
where citations of original authors must be recognized.

It is hoped this paper might serve as a basis for discussion
of the history of the community, region and Maine in the public
schools and as a heritage for the future citizens of the town.

It is with the suggestion of the instructor that prompted the
typing of this paper and a desire to leave a small contribution
to local history.

For a more detailed and personal sketch of the early and middle
twentieth century history of Robbinston the "Diary of a Mailman"

by Ernest C. Brown is recommended (diary of an RFD mailman 1905-43).
Ernest Brown is my grandfather and a native of the community.
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The area of Passamaquoddy was occupied by the Indian tribe now
known as the Passamaquoddy branch of the Abenaki group. It is belié&ved
the Indians lived in relative peace with their neighbors to the east,
the Malisetts, and the Penobscot tribe west of the Machias River.

The first white visitors to the area are believed to have been Samuel
D. Champlain and company in 1604. The buildings on the St.Croix
Island were destroyed in 1613 and the existence of the Du Monts colony
was all but forgotten. The area that is presently Robbinston was proba
bly cooupied by coastal fishermen during the fishing season and a few
adventurious woodsmen. After the Revolutionary War many Massachusetts
businessmen began to speculate on some of the northern lands. Among
these enterprising people was Edward H. Robbins from Milton, Massa-
chusetts. He dispatched Johnathan Eddy, the leader of the fateful
attack on Fort Cumberland, to explore the area of Passamaquoddy. Mr.
Eddy reported to Robbins, who was an ambitious young Harvard law grad-
uate (1775), that the area now Township Number Four would be a good

commercial venture. There were two families living in Robbinston at

the time. On October 21, 1786 Mr. Robbins purchased the area which

now bears his name.

Mr. Robbins was a representative in the state legislature 1793-180.
and Lieutenant Governor 1802-06. In later years he was Commission
of the land office of the Massachusetts Northern frontier. He was
a Probate Judge in his native state until 1829. Mr. Robbins also
bought land from Waterman Thomas, who sold parts of Township Number
Five, which is now Calais. The land was bought in 100 acre plots,
the so-called Jones plan, which all deeds are now based upon. There
is evidence that one Jacob Boynden was living in Township Number Four
when it was bought. The lake which he lived near while engaged 1in
trade is now named for him. "Twelve families went to Robbinston at

Mr. Robbin's urging.]”

1 . :
Ava H. Chadbourne, Maine Place Names (Freeport, 1957), page 17.
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They reached the area by coaster and su&\noteworthy names as J. Brewer,
Abel Brooks, Thomas Vose, John Balkam, and Job Johnson were among

the settlers. 1In 1798, when the Massachusetts Legislature decided to
build a new state house, Mr. Robbims was appointed the Chairman of

the Building Commission. Charles Bulfinch was selected as the archi-
tect and the site was John Hancock's cow pasture on Beacon Hill. "Pine
trees for the front colums and the roof of the legistative chamber
were cut on the shore of West Magurrawock Lake} on the Lieutenant
Governor's 1and.yMJohn Brewer, one of the prominent Robbinston
citizens, was appointed Postmaster in 1796. He held that position

for twenty five years.3“ He was appointed by President Washington,

The first settlers erected storehouses and traded with the urbanized
area of Massachusetts. The majority of the settlers came from
Massachusetts and most of them were enterprising people. At first
religious meetings were held in each others homes, and until a log
schoolhouse was built the students attended school in a similar
manner. The men of the village took turns preaching the sermons and
the women taught the children the few basic things they had to know.
"Mr. Robbins took a great interest in his land and he showed it by
sending readers for the school, suits for the preachers, and often

visited his holdings by coaster.4” Most of the settlers were Congre-

gationalists in their religious faith. "Daniel Lovejoy was the first
paid preacher in the Congregational Church in 18]8.5" The first
settlers in Robbinston didn't find 1ife easy. They had to carve a
life out of the rugged Maine forests. The soil was not suited for

agriculture on a large scale so they turned to the forest as a

menas of surival. "The first settlers in Robbinston erected a tide-mill

2 . . . .
Hardd A. Davis, An International Community on the St. Croix
(Orono, 1950), page 204.
3

Portland Sunday Telegram, February 18, 1939.

“Chadbourne, Ibid, page 17.
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at Mill Cove for the purpose of sawing lumber and grinding grain. "

Around 1800 the first boat was built in Robbinston by Thomas Vose.

The vessel, The First Attempt, was one of many that gave Mr. Vose

a reputation as one of the better shipbuilders in the area. In 1800
Mr. Vose moved into a mansion which he had built. Mr. Vose was
engaged in lumbering and represented the District in the first
legislature. He was a member of Governor King's Council. John
Brewer was also active in local government and was a leading busi-
nessman of the area. "He was Brigadier-General of the militia and
went to Ellsworth and Castine to inspect the troops,7" Both Mr. Vose
and General Brewer were active in local church affaris. In 1811 the
Congregational Church was formed witha membership of six. Families
of the Passamaquoddy Indian Tribe encamped peacefully in different
parts of the town for many years. "Tradition has it that when night

overtook them in the "North Land" they always found themselves welcome

in Robbinston. "

Like Champlain, Albert Gallatin visited the area of Boynden's
Lake in 1780 and then went on to greater fame elsewhere. Maine
seems to be the breeding ground for people of ability and character
but they leave the state when their talent reachers its most valuable
level. It is also common knowledge that Benedict Arnold visited the
area on one of his trips to the Island of Campobello where he had
storehouses for his fishing business, Arnold was living in St. John,
New Brunswick at the time. Arnold seems to have been playing both

sides for what he could get from them.

The 17,860 acres in Robbinston were primarily forested with
lumber that was suitable for shipbuilding. Most of the settlers that

came were interested in the resources of the forests. Others were

6Norma Young, "Tall Timber, "Down East, VIII (June 1959) p. 16.

7
Lewiston Saturday Journal,February 18, 1911, page 7.

81bia
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tired of the strict Puritanical society. "In 1790 Robbinston had9

a ppulation of fifty-four but by 1800 this had increased to 127. 7"
The population increase illustrates the growing discontent in Massa-
chusetts and the increasing importance of the "North Land.'" The
leading businessmen in town, John Brewer, Thomas Vose, and John
Balkam shipped lumber, apars, shingles, and built ships for markets
in England and the United States. In the @arly economic years Saint
Andrews served as the outlet for goods produced or harvested in
Robbinston, Machias was the center of economic activity on the

"Down East" coast. John Allan and Ltl Deleshernier were in charge

of protecting the settlers on the eastern coast. They maintained
good relations with the Indians and kept the British out of the Passam=
aquoddy area. The Revolutionary War actually helped the economy of
the Washington County area because a good part of the land was given
to officers and other veterans who participated in the War.

The people who came to Robbinston were independent, enterprising

and courageous. The were also concerned with the future of their

1
town. In 1795 the first school was started and the students weren t

dismissed on Satruday "until they had repeated the catachism and

10
commandments."
In 1800 John Balkam came to town from Massachusetts. His
family was very ambitious and he became postmaster in 1821. As the

population increased as the town became prosperous the old school-
house was eventually replaced with a brick one. In 1835 the Episco-
pal Church was build and shortly afterwards a Catholic church

was constructed. The community gradually began to resemble the
civilization that was left behind in the Boston area. The differ-
ence in the Passamaquoddy area was that the individual person had a
part of the responsibility of creating a sense of community. "It is
not possible to mention all those who toiled for the benefit of

the community!]""John Balkam became prosperous, built a fine house,
and was sent to the Maine Senate. He also served on the Governor's
Council. The enterprising people of Robbinston, at one time or
another, operated three saw mills, a grist mill and a sugar box

. 1
machine. ~"

9Davis, Op Cig p. 90.

10
Lewiston Saturday Journal, February 18, 1911, p. 7.

Ill,ewiston Saturday Journal,

12
Portland Sunday Telegram,February 18, 1939.
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Shipbuilding, using the resources of men and forest, was the major

industry of the area. This 1is the only large industry the town has
ever experienced. "On the fifteenth of January, 1810, a committee

of seven was chosen to present the petition to the Massachusetts

legislature. On February 18, 1811, Plantation #4 became the 183rd

town in the District of Maine.13" The people were reflecting their
desire for self-government. The citizens were working hard during
the early nineteenth century for the advancement of the community.
Strides were made in education, government, religion and the general
prosperity of the region increased. Other towns in the region were
being settled during this time. Township #5, presently Calais, was
growing rapidly. The blazed trails of earlier years were replaced
with roads."For years Robbinston was the center of trade for neigh-
boring towns.]4" Some of the timber was shipped on American ships and
part was shipped on foreign vessels. a quantity of the lumber went to
the West Indies. The fishing industry was also very important, and
was until the 1950's. It supplied the people of the area with seafood
and also a product for market. "Until the early nineteenth centurythere

was a considerable trade with the Indians for furs that were shipped
"

to Boston.

A few weeks before the incorporation of Robbinston a surveyor was
running lines enar a small lake in the town. He saw smoke near the top
of a cliff and upon investigation found two men, Eleneza Ball and
John Hall, making counterfeit coins. They had three kegs of coins
fresh from the mint in Philadelphia. It is probable they were
working for a merchant in the region. Surveyor Jones was bribed but

the secret leaked out. Upon hearing of the operation Constable Downs

13
Lewiston Saturday Journal, February 18, 1911, page 7.

Lewiston Saturday Journal, Ibid.
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tried to arrest Ball but was fatally shot in the process. Hall

escaped to Nova Scotia and Ball was tried and found guilty of murder
by a jury of his peers. The people of the "north land" respected
the law and the need for order. "Many people have hunted for the

treasure of "Moneymaker's Lake," but the only one who has made any
‘6”

money is the guides.

As students of history know, President Jefferson wanted to avoid
war with England and France. He initiated and supported the Embargo
Acts as an effort to ensure our neutrality. During the winter of
1812 the people of both communities, Robbinston and St. Andrews, New
Brunswick, had been getting out lumber and loading it on the American
and thirty British ships in the bay. "On the first of April, 1812
another Embargo Act was passed and was considered by many to be the

”"

precusor of war. The people on both sides of the St. Croix realized

that they could gain nothing by enforcing the embargo and wanted to

maintain relations that were as friendly as possible under the circum-

thatsqa the time war was declared there

18]
were approximately 324 soldiers in all of New Englamd.]8 The people

stances. "The state papers show

of Robbinston became alarmed at the possibility of a few lawless
people working raids over the border. General Dearborn informed
Governor Strong of the situation and two companies of men were stationed
at Eastport and one in Robbinston. The town had barracks erected and
became the center for training of soldiers from other towns. The
British came to Eastport in 1814, and the commander of the American
forces saw it best to surrender to overwhelming odds. British
cruisers such as the Spartan, Maidstone and Indian captured many

American ships between 1812 and 1814. After the capture of Fort

Sullivan in Eastport a strong force proceeded €O Robbinston, "They

6Norma Young, "Murder at Moneymaker Lake'" Down East, VII (June, 1959)
page 34.
17
Lewiston Saturday Journal, op cit.
18

Lewiston Saturday Jourmnal, op cit.
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captured the town and the twenty-five men that were garrisoned

B s ] 9 "
there retired to Machias. The people of the area were patriotic,
but they were also very realistic. "War was avoided by a hair's breadth
1"
were the words of General Brewer. During the occupation years 1814-18

the people of the area went about their business as usual but the
presence of the British irked the citizens. The economy became very lax
as their wasn't any way to ship the goods to market. Some people did
make fortunes through privateering and others were successful at
blockade running. The British influence upon the people of Robbinston
was more indirect than it was upon the people of Eastport where the
troops were stationed. Troops were kept in Eastport after 1814 by
agreement between the Uninted States and England until ownership of
the islands was settled. This was finalized in the Webster Treaty.
"It took a little time for business to be restored after the war.ZI"
Shipyards became active again and the lumber industry continued for many
years. The demand for ships came from all over the world. Men financed
and built ships for themselves and others sold shares in the vessels
until they were sold. There were at least seven shipbuilders in town
that had widely known reputations in the industry. "It was a time of
prosperity in the region. " Four new lumber mills were established
in town. There was a direct ratio between the lumber industry and
shipbuilding. The prosperity of one influenced the other. There are
presently two brick homes standing in town that were constructed of
bricks made at Liberty Point in Robbinston. "After the War of 1812

"
the brick kiln fell into disuse and other industries appeared.

Mation Jacques Smith, A History of Maine, (Poxtland, 1949), page 130.

"An Historical Sketch of the Memorial Site," The

Ernest C . Brown,

Calais Advertiser, August l4, 1946, page 11.

21

Lewiston Saturday Journal, op cit.

2 ,
Brown, op cit.

23

Lewiston- Saturday Journal, op cit.
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A new tannery was built to process the furs that were bought from the

Indians. As the economic prosperity increased the social 1life of the

residents also developed. The gocial life extended into adjourning

towns and Robbinston became the center of commerce.

The years 1820-57 were fairly prosperous times for the people of

Robbinston. The system of lakes and streams provided a means of trans-

porting lumber from the interior to the coast. John M. Brewer 1is

known to have launched more than 100 vessels before his death in 1854.

"Though he lived comfortably, and was considered one of the wealthiest
, 24" .
men in the area, he died relatively poor. The Eastern Malne area

also had a hand in building some of the famous clipper shps. Below

is a list of clippers built in Robbinston between 1850-56.

BUILDER SHIP BUYER YEAR
1. James W. Cox--Francis Palmer Boston firm 1852
" " Red Gauntlet " " 1853
James W. Cox Dictator Boston firm 1855
" "
James W. Cox Juniper Furopean firm 1853
3. Thomas Vose Virginia " " 1854

"The Dictator was captured and burned by a Confederate raider on
April 25, 1863. It weighed 1293 tons.25" The shipping along the
St. Croix increased five fold between 1820 and 1860 with only a slight
drop qround 1840. By 1890 the lumber business had reached its peak.
The businessmen of the area had verylittle capital to work with and
this put the whole town in a poor economic state. The depression
of 1857 further slowd the economic activity of the region. "In that
year their was not the sound of a hammer save tihgt of the auctioneer's
to be heard. 26" In 1860 a retain cooperative was established and by

24Davis, op cit. page 167.

25 .. . . A . .
Willaim Hutchinson Rowe, The Maritime History of Maine, (New York,

1948), page 317.

Davis, op cit, page 184.
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the end of the Civil War the economic trem was on an upward swing.
When the Civil War started many pople from Robbinston joined the Union
forces and may failed to return after the War. The population of the
town had desreased since 1860. 1In that year the town had a popula-
tion of 1113. Other years that illustrate the population trend are
listed below. 1In the 1980's the population of the community reached
its peak in several decades. This is indicative of the quality

of life in Maine and the desire of more people to live on the coast.

YEAR POPULATION 27
1880...910
1890...787
1900. ..844
1920...747
1940, ..637
1960...476

After the War the economy regained and the economy stabilized
for the general prosperity of the community. The most interesting
incident in Robbinston immediately after the Civil War involved the
border raid of 1870. The relations between the United States and
Britain were not friendly in the early post-war years. The Fenians,
or Irish-American, hoped to use these ill-feelings to their advantage.
They intended to invade Canada, which would be traded for the freedom
of Ireland. There had been border raids in 1866 when there were
thirty Fenians in town. "The trouble ahd been calmed by General George
Gordon Meade and a small company of soldiers. K The Fenians planned
to raid St. Andrews by the sea. As they embarked from Robbinston
a British patrol boat fired a warming shot to scare them. "The cannon
ball ended up in the lawn of the Revenend D. B. Sewall.zg" It is
said that a local citizen road through town in "Paul Revene" fashion
yelling "the Fenians are coming." This resistance to the Fenian
movement marked an end to their half-hearted efforts. The forests

27
Maine Register, (Portland, 1969) page 935

28 cwiston Saturday Journal, op. cit.

29 Guy Murchie, St. Croix, (New York, 1947) page 252.
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of the area continued to yield a good living for maty of the residents.
In 1874 the 409 ton brig Mary H. Oriden sank with great losses to its

financiers. It cost $12,000.00 to $15,000.00 to construct the larger

vessels. Farming and fishing gradually equalled shipbuilding in
importance. In 1880 the first sardine factory was constructed in the
town. It employed many of the women and children who had previously

been left to domestic affairs and schooling. "As the sardine industry

"

developed in town wretched little shanty towms developed. In

John Spargo's The Bitter Way of Children (1906)the sardine factories

of Washington County are mentioned as depicting "the sheer brutality

industry shows toward children."

in 1866 the "Mansion House" was purchased by James S. pike of
Calais. Pike was an anti-slavery writer, had worked with Horace Greeley
and was the United States Minister to the Hague 1861-66. He is also

the author of such books as The New Puritan, The First Blows of the

Civil War, The Pirate State and others. He wrote for various papers anc

usually spent the winters in Philadelphia or Washington. "After 1872
he was occupied as a critic of the Government. " Such ﬁoteworthy
people as Charles A. Dana, Horace Greeley and Samuel P. Chase visited
Pike at his summer estate. The "Mansion House' was purchased by

Mr. Vladimer Simkovitch aroung 1900. He was a professor of economic
history at Columbia University. Mrs. Mary K Simkovitch, author of

Here Is God's Plenty and co-author of Quicksand, is well known in

the New york social world for her founding of Greenwich House.
She devoted her life to helping others and always believed that a

social worker must live with the impoverished to teach them to develop

ODavis, op. cit., page 238

31
Robert F. Dresden, James Shephard Pike (1850-82), , (Durham, N.C. 19!

page 3.
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32”
their talents."She achieved world-wide fame for her work.

Mrs. Simlovitch, even though she came from a wealthy family, recog-
nized the needs of the masses. She established Greenwich House in 1907
which provided a day cre center and clinic for young children.

The facilities were gradually expanded to provide training, and recrea-
tion. She also pioneered the campaign for women's suffrage, federal
aid to education, kindergartens and parkks. The United States could

use more people with her dedication and talents.

Every town has its local history and folk heroes. One of the
more interesting stories that has circulated around town is the story
of Bill Johnson, a "blue-water" sailor. Bill was long overdue from
one of his voyages and the people of Robbinston had given him
up for lost. He was also known for his tall tales. He finally returne
scarred and darkened from his voyage. Bill claimed he had fallen
overboard and had fought a shark to save his life. People considered
this another of his stories. Years later a citizen of Robbinston was
eating at a New york waterfront restaurant and met-a friendly sailor.
Finding that the Mainer was from Robbinston, he asked him if he knew
"Sharky'" Bill. It seems the sailor had been in the South Pacific
when Bill had fallen overboard and had witnessed the event. "Bill
had been so badly hurt they left him at the nearest port.33"

Bill died with the people of Robbinston disbelieving his story.

In the early 19th century the only black family up to that

point in history moved to the community. They settled in the area
known as the "Robbinston Ridge." The made a living from their
small farm and had four children. One of the boys went to Boston

to seek his fortune and the other two boys stated with their parents

2 . . .
3 New York Herald Tribune, "Noted New York Social Worker Dies,"

November 16, 1951, page 84.

33Norma Young, op. cit., page 68.
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and sister to farm. Alex Bush became the provider for his even-
tually ailing family. Alex was always the first to help anyone

"He once told a Robbinston citizen "the world's just
34"
full of people nowhere's near as well of as I am.

in trouble.
Alex, who never
swore, delievered his produce to Eastport for market. One day he had
an accident but the people of the city promptly bought every piece

of his produce from the overturned cart. He was very well liked by all

who knew him. Alex was a lover of animals and very active in horse

racing at state fairs. At one race he got so excited he put his

pipe, still smoking, into his pocket. He won the race with a stream

of smoke behind behind and the judges declared it illegal to use

rocket power! As a friend said after his death in 1958, "Alexander

Bush will be in my mind as long as there are people to remember."

Robbinston is only one small town in Eastern Maine but its

people share the attitudes and values of the people who first came

to America. They are noted for their independence and hard work.
The economy of the area has fluctuated but people still prefer
the lifestyle it offers. As a Robbinston resident said in 1932
at the age of 82, "the young people of wdy don't know what hard
work is." Possibly each generation faces its own challenges that
mold their perspective to swceding generations. Generation

gaps aside, Eastern Maine is not such a bad place to live.

Jeff Barnes

34
E. Mc Inmis, "Written in Hill Dust," Down East, VXIV (September, 1967)

page 38.
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A NARRATIVE OF THE BEGINNING OF THE BROWN
FAMILY IN CANADA AND LATER IN MAINE

Written by Ernest C. Brown, 1956
Typed by his grandson, Jeff Barnes, 1994

This handwritten narrative had been '"sitting around”" since I
was six years old and I still have the letter to my mother that
accompanied it. He states that at some future time she might want
to share this with me, but to use her own discretion. I had seen
it over the years, forgotten about it, and found it again. After
typing my history of Robbinston, it. seemed appropriate that this
be included also for its interest and possible preservation. It
is from memory, and my grandfater had a good one but had no written
records to go from. He states in his letter that his brother Josh
knew the history better than he but we have no record of it being
recorded. This is the best record and the complete story as I
know it. Josh died befire he could write it down and this is an
attempt to save what information is left to record. He writes that
"you are the first one in my family I have ever told the story to."
He also states "the whole thing could be thrown in the trash if
you want to." Thirty-eight years later the trash man has not arrived
so we can document what was written for local interest and family
color. I hope other family members will view this as an attempt at
preservation of some '"family tree" material.

Verbatim Narrative

My grandfather (that of E. C. Brown), whose name was William
Brown was born William McKeernan in a town in North Ireland. Most
of the inhabitants in the North of Ireland ae Protestant Irish, and
that was his religiars faith. His father, Joshua McKeenan was a
merchant, sometimes called a trader. In company with his brother-in-1gs
they owned a merchant vessel and carried freight between Ireland and
Scotland. The brother-in-law's name was Brown and it was thought his

people were at one time Scots.

On an October day somewhere at a seaport in Scotland they left

for Treland with a full cargo of horses, mules, steers and cows.

A severe storm came up with gale force wind. Sails were blown

away and the rudder was useless. TFhe large vessel floundered



Page 2

and sank carrying her full cargo and all twleve men tO a watery
grave, nicknamed in prose, Daive Jones' Locker.

McKeenan, my great grandfather,‘left to morn our loss a large
family of twleve. There being no insurance either on ships or cargo
the widow was left fennyless. My grandfater was then sixteen years of
age. His brother John was a year older and they had to be the
chief support for the younger sisters, bpethers and invalid
mother. So William and John enlisted in the English Navy as
Ireland was a satellite country of England.

For two years the two brothers cruised with the navy all over
me§t parts of the world’ South America, Africa, Austraiia, the
United States and Camnada. On Dominion Day F\Canada (July 1) they saile
into the harbor of Halifax, Nova Scotia. The ship dropped anchor
in the harbor nearly a half mile from the shore landing. Fifty to
seventy sailors were allowed to go ashore for "shore leave." of
four hou®S, The average stay in port for the warship was three days.
Many times this gave the sailors an opportunity for a second trip
ashofe. He met an attractive girl on this first shore leave .and
went looking for her on the second leave. He found her in the
company of an English officer. The girl seemed to prefer the sailor
to the officer and the officer, being of higher rank, ordered the sailc
to depart. The girl, hearing the order of the officer to the private,
thought it was overbearing and unnecessary. She walked away at the
side of the private who was later destined to be my grandfather. A
few minutes later the officer tried to take the girl from the sailor
and met several Irish punches on the nose which ended his shore

leave for that cruise.
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That evening, when the sailor returned to the ship, his brother
came to William and told him he had just learned that on account

of the scrap with the officer of the King's Navy he was going

to be punished. Right there both brothers decided to escape as soon

as it got a little darker. Two of his companions joined and on the

dark side of the warship where they went overboard quietly. They

strapped their few belongings to their heads. Twenty minutes later the

two brothers and a sailor by the name of Watson reached shore. They:”
never learned whether the other sailor turned back or was drowned.

The water was very cold and they last saw him treading water about

half way to shore.

They rested a few minutes until they heard boats being launched

from the sid of the ship. They took off for a hiding place in the

The first night out they decided to change their name from

woods.
McKeenan to Brown. It was a more common name in Canada than an
Irish name would be. Watson kept his own name. They then start ed

a trek to the United States that they had heard so much about

while living in Ireland. They slept in the woods during the day and

walked by night. Onevalways stayed awake during the sleeping hours

while the others slept. Twice the first night they heard

the ship's siren warning the population of deserters being at larxrge.
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Not daring to follow roads they kept in the woods and fields along

the shore line. They knew that by doing this they would reach

the American border sooner or later.

Three weeks after leaving the ship they arrived at S. John, N. B..

They had to avoid anyplace as large as St John so they circled the

City and several days later arrived at S. George, or LeTang near

St. George. The Nova Scotia border was nearly in sight by this time .
It was here that one of the "Brown'" borthers feet were cut so badly
and swollen thaf he couldn't walk for several days. He bade his
brother John and Watson goodby and they kept on and eventually reached
St. Andrews. Here they stole a row boat and landed in Robbinston,
Maine. Evidently Watson and Brown separated at this point. It 1is
thought tht Watson stayed on a farm in Perry and Brown went into
Aroostook County, Maine as they were advertising for farm hands .
William hadbeen befriended at LeTang by a French family. They
dressed hig swollen feet and when he was well gave him new shoes and
clothes to cover his bruised body. He thought his brother might be
waiting for him near the Maine border but he never found him. He
went back to LeTang or St. George, fell in love, and married a local

girl. He was the father of fifteen children of which my father was omne

Seven years after he had married and located near St. George, N.B.

a British waaship came into St. John on Dominion Day. Some of the
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officers drove over to St. George as they made a lot of that holiday.
My grandfather was an athlete to no minor degree and had just taken
the Canadian championships in the hop-skip and jump hurdle. One
of the English officers recognized him as one of the deserters.
He tried to arrest him but he had made many friends in the =zarea.

A crowd gathered around the officers with a warning not to try

arresting him. They never returned and William McKennean had his name

changed to Brown (by law I suppose). This is the story of how my
grandfather happgned to settle in Canada and my father came to Maine
when he was about thirty-eight years old from St. George, N.B.

Grandfater William McKeenan Brown lived an honorable life in
St. George. where he was highly respected as a first class citizen.
He died at the age of 88 but grandmother Brown died much younger.

He was a stone mason by trade and so was his oldest son William.

END

Ernest C. Brown
Brooks Bluff
1956

Robbinston, Me

For more material that may be interesting see Diary of a Mailman,

1905-48 from the diaries of Mr. Brown. They are available in
the Calais Free Library, UMO Folger Library and the Maine State

Library in Augusta, ME (transcribed in 1994).
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. . Courtesy of Boston. Athenacurn
' Tue Boston STATE House -

as originally designed by Charles Bulfinch showing the tuwenty-six
St. Croix pines, twelve colunms in front and fourteen bebind, some
_ of them partly concealed inthewall.
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There were five block houses puils at St. Anarews diering the w
_of 1812. Only one is still standing, novv a residenn
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THE AVERICAN RIVOLLTICN

TRE AetY day Washag os

l I-ill(f'h[l;:,l‘,:‘ }‘),‘ g :,»uﬂd}. I a '..fnd to frear o D*’ lawsane o surpthic
OV of Shaw rhat Viloaeeepts d the cham of C."*Sé('tx < J t\ !
Friendship which T cent vou iast Tebrary from Hessbos 4t (ﬁe'\{un (s ‘Mj’
Cambridye. = vhar vou are dereriminad to l‘ccp 0 the LSy \ e
bright and unbiohen, When ©iirse heard that you 54 o\ dered +he ﬁﬁ’a\.s x«}uul dies v
refused o send wn of veur warricn to mv assist- o / ; [
ance when calicd pes Do e brothers of St. fohn, 4 [(yao, (/\J % sty l & Mnow Aaw
I did not Loow whar o r.hml{.'l was afrd that K w ‘U'/ebs'l*,\v 1N w\"i_{\ Tm(
some enemv had turned vour bearts against me. 7 g FoLe /

But T am since mlorwmed thar all YOur voung suen =g ’—Av }\‘] s et and
were emploved in hunting, which was the reason = 550703 " R L

for their not coming. T his has mage W mind casy ‘_;,‘\L E'(_‘{\Q,mvw.\k I 7 Codet

and T hope vem w il always in i ilﬁlL jor with your

brothers of St Joha & lk nchecot w‘xw requived. |
have desired v beether the Glovt «f Massachusetts
Bay, to pay \'nu ¢ rmoney w h:c Capt. Smith
promised you for sending iy letters 1o the Mic-
mack Indians.

Brothers: [ liave o plece of news to tell vou which
I hope vou will arrend ro. Our cncvm rhc King of
Great Brirain, endeavored ro sor up a [ the Indiaos
from Canada to South Carolina agninst us. Bur our
brethren of the six Navons & vher allies the Shaw-
anese & Delevwures would not hegrken to the ad-
vice of is Messengers sent among them, but kept
fast hold of che ancient covenane dmn The Chero-
]{C('S & [hC 5‘}1;‘(;\(’!'3) f[‘in)ff\' Wevy l ”"‘“"‘l (‘n(‘)U“a] to
fisten to thein and ake up the harcher againse us, .
Upon this our HLTH WO Nt (hielr country, (
burnt their how o destrovad theye comn and ob-
liged them to sue for peace and sfive hosrages for
their furure good bichavior, Now Brothers never let
the King's “wicked counsellor turn vour hearts
against me and vaour brethren of rhis u)unfr\ but
bear in mind whas ! told VU LI&[ I'ehruary & what

I tell you now.

'
o1
l

';"’(.!‘

5

In token of my fricndship [ send you this from
myv army on the banks of the Great River Dele-
whre, this 24th dav of December, 1776.

' Gieorge Washington
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< OMEN AT ROBBINSTON TOWN
MEETING FOR FIRST TIME

"i‘hey Didn’t Vote But Were Greatly

interested In the Deliberations of

the Men.

Town meeting
31 apd for the fi
the town wosnen aftended.

possible countesy was shown

was held March 30 and
rst time in the history of
Reserved sedls
the balcony and adl
them by the
They tobd ithe Coumiercial re-

porter as they nvere jeaving the hull that
they engoyed thve meeting very much and

that they all wouM

4 r. Bolo
ing next year. Do

Annie Lagmb, M :
?ort%%md Mrs. Willlam
\ies 1Mey

\frs. leesc Golding,
Trimble, M. E. M. Ingeréollbo T
Reyaolds. ™Mrs. Thamns Meao. G?;ﬂr'
Uscar Morrison, M, Seth r {1.
Leonard Brown .Mrs, Hrnest Morrell,
Raymond Morrell, Miss Ruth
Miss Minerva Sherman,
Dwonald, M. Seth Johnson.
Shermail.

ﬁh.{eli.sg AMattie MeNutt wen

ryell,” Miss

to Machiag

Loring Holmes went
Tyursday on business, returning
evening,

The graLgw )
ond degrees on IwWo (<
jRES .

H is R : : rement.
nil 04 s Roegeile lmprovem

Posimastor w. E. Uox has bad
faadaveotd toos iald ty the postotfice.

Mlgs Atlce Poor,” teacher

gurely sittend the meet-
wing wure the names

R Miss
of those present: M8 FECT F s ‘Elia

3 Eliza-
B‘lac-bs'oqd,

. Cors '‘Good:win,
M Winnlfred
Miss Agnes .

Mis. -
Mra, .
Mrs.

Shermas,
Mies Hvelyn Mac-
and Mrs, Allen

t to Boston fast
week where she has secured amployment,

last

Ividuy
+ill confer the Arst aad see-
¥ andidates Priday even-
Suril 10, ‘Tha tonlc w he digeuassed
1 uaw

in tha publle

- T oAF ey 3 ding her va-
schaole at Axlemctsted, is spen

o on 'wiLrn mer pavents,  MT. and M.

. .’I.wi\'»n Hupt was the guest og

4u (Wlais Dor several days  lasl

eny
e tuldaly,
dg ol Irtends aid reladves,
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. Discontinuing Highway'.

‘Can a public highway which ha% been
used for 160 vour: bs disceniinued if
it alome The Sape.
but one person owaoas 4 farm there and
.goes to and from osamme every dayi—

“[J. B., Maine.

Th~ commty commissioners, after a

-——- petition has been iled, notice ziven

ard a Thearing,
highway. If a person is damuged on
account of such discomtinuancs he is
entitled to compensation. I he is dis-

~.— satisfied by the amwounmt awarded to

him, he can appeal to the supreme
judicial court, ]
Tewrrtn X o
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may discontinme a .|
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ward. woo has been spending the
Wwas in totwn last week
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ROBBINSTON’S TOWN ,
MEETING WAS ILLEGAL

Warrant Was Defective and Anether
Session is Called for Aprit~20;

i Death of Winslow Gates

Owing 'to defedts fn- fhe anpual. towa
warrant, the court has muled: the.meeting
way an 4llegal one and & new meeting .lax
been called .the getectmen,.ts %o held
Monday, Aptil 20. Asxide from the segulat
articles, the Tollowing ounes of mpoMance
have been included: To see -whitt sum
of money Ithe ftown mill vote ito* raise - for
contingent expenses; o Mstruct: the ‘select-
men to mest on the firet Mondey. of .each
month - in the Town hal,  to transacst al
town bustress; ftirat @ bikls muet be aadit-
ed by the rown auditor-etect defare being
paid; that wil town orders roust. be slgned
By 'two or more of {the setectmen.after be-
ing dranva: fthat the*'vown ftreasurer be au-
thorized to lhilte money at 'a rate of In-
forest not excesding 'six per eemt, to Gnlke
up all oursianding, town. orders; Rhat on
all outstanding urders mow. Dewring fobane(
maid intoreat. to coage -ume 1, 10k&

Wangtow Gates, youngest son.of Mr. and
Mpra. Huinphrey (ateg, died af -his home
in Needham 'Hevghite, Muss Monday ewven-
ing, Wpril 6, at ithe age of 32, Mmeasias
qmil pneumomu heing (the cause of hix
death. Winglow -wus 2 younyg wan that
wns well lkert in ithis, his lwme tawn,
whera he always dived unil .. few yesTs
@g0, when he :went v ‘Buston. whens e re.
calved emwrploymnent as @ wachinist. . He
jeaves (o mourn his. loss, a wite and Gwo
children. Much sympathy s expressen
for the bereaved wife and .family.

Postmaster & B o has changed {he
grostotlice from the @ast ¢orner of Lis wborn
1o the nomrhwrogt orner, making it mady
apere conventant, for the patrons ‘and gving
more wcontfonbaible cuamterd 1o ithe R, .
D. canrer. - e vuwnge 18 appreciwted Ly
[l ) o

Scheols oegin for tie apring dewm Mon.
dav, Aoril 20 .

AY. Henry Poeor bhas beeu. ohosen, sagoriu-
teudent of schoow for the eusuibg yewv,

Nhe third and fourth degroey Wikl be ©ou-
tepre-d o aoverad candidates at The grange
Fralay oveming,  ApnNl 1% Leputy F, ¥'.
Waghburn will be preseut amud: wHd take
the ohair auring the initipting. A Dearvoss
supper Wil Lo cerved.

M, angl M, amndrey Gates went ‘o
oetan S w Vet the funerad wE ek wvm,
WWinsiaw, LI

On Monday, James Ross, who until
recently was first selectman of the
town of Robbinston, and who was In-
dicted for refusing a voter access to
the town reccrds, appeared and cnter-
ed a plea of guilty. A fine of 3§30
was imposed. This is one of the re-
sults  of Robbinston’s town war, aur-
ing which three elections were neces-
gary to finally decide who were to
handle the town's arffair for the year
1914-15.° Mr. Ross was a selectman
and was a candldate for re-election.
After the election it was proven that
the election was invalid, owing to ir-
regularities in the warrant, and a sec-
ond election was held. This, too, wus
not according to law, and a third elec-
tion was held. An audit committee
was -appointed, consisting of three.
members to inspect Selectman Roas’i
books, but he refused tuv permit one of
the auditors ro examine them, and sult.
was entered against him, with the re-,
sult stated. Feace is ance more es-’
tablished in the town and the affairs

/ ~vnected to move along in _tnel
s way.

1914

1914



JUN DO

Cala‘ls Advertlser,

“By John K. Brooks

Continuation of Robbinston
, History _ ,
An Address delivered to the
occasion of the dedication of
world Wars I and I Memorial at
Robbinston, Maine, Sunday July
&, 1946: :
By Ernest C. Brown
sticr, Local Grange, No. 443
P.ofH. - .
Wehave me? on this occasion
to dtdigate a monument i mem-

This town came into being, like
so many other towns in Main¢;,.
through land grants. After the:
Revolutionary War period, the
United States was bankrupt and
unable to pay all the soldiers for
the time served int he Army from
1775 to 1781. Accordingly, land
grants were used to pay off many
of the officers. This town was

given to Colonel Robbins of Mil-

ton, Massachusetts. It was later.
known as Township No. 4. His.
deced reads: “One dollar and other
valuable considerations for serv-

ice rendered during the Revolu-{-

tionary Period.” He purchased the
town in 1786 and it was incorpo-
ratcd in 1811 under the laws of tht_a

State of Massachusetts. There is} .

no record of how long Colonel
. Robbinsstayed fiere butitisknowny -
that he stayed just long enough

period the town was called Rob{-
binstown, but before its incorpoq :
ration, it was changed to Robbin{-.
ston. Colenel Robbins was not
benefactorinany sense of the wo

but - knowingly or unknowingly fi

he left us a heritage in that he sold -
his holdings to Americans of,
Anglo-Saxon descent. Many o
them werebuilders, traders, farm

ers, and lumbermen. All were
workers. Shipbuilding and brick
making flourished for many years.
There are two brick houses stand-
ing in the lown-that were made.
with bricksmanufactured in Rob- .
binston over 100 years-ago. © ., -

LIV

Calals, ME

oryofthe veterans of World Wars

Tand 11 Itis fitting and proper that
this tablet be erected on this most

‘historic spot in the town of Rob-

binston.. It was on this very spot
that the militia was trained under
Govcmor_ Strong and General -
Dearbom to resist the Britishraids
in 1812. It was later discovered -
that the British were interested
only intaking the islands or Passa- -
maquoddy Bay. Eastport, being
anisiand was captmed but Rob-

[y "It was in the latter. pan of the

.8th century thatacertain’ leglsla-;
or named Cabot arose.in the
Miassachusetts Assembly and
asked uﬁbe

yes, almost demanded - that the

Northeaster section of Massachu- |
seus' be scparatcd'from he West- |

‘em section; ﬂlatntbedmdedfrom
<-the populous .and industrial part ;
i ”aseparate state. In"
dcscnbmg thé Northeast section
of the stalc ‘which is-now-Maine *

"“he saxd, (among other: ﬂnngs),“lt :
{is'a vast wlldemws, . ‘primeval

“forest. Itis larger than all the other-
New England "Sta

filled with lakes and'm rcis, ponds

istoo cold for much vegetatmn It
“is frozen over “from early fall until

dispose ofhis holdings. Forashor{- B late: spring; and worst of all, itis:

inhabited only by wild Indians.”

His arguments prevailed years’
" “later.and the Nonheaswr section’

in 1820-with the “wild Indians”
lhrown in, if there ever were any!

heard, His request
bemggramedheproceededto talk |
over two.hours, He requested - §

andbogs hxllsandmoumams,and-

Other legislatorshad different.

binston, being on the ‘mainland,
was not molested. However, the
British cruiser, “Spartan” was sent
up to Robbinston and here cap-
tured an American vessel with a
prize cargo valued at $15,000.
Very.soon after this, preparations

- for resistance were begun. Bar-

racks were ereited back of the
church that stood here, fortifica-
tions were built, and the field was
used as a training ground for sol-
diers from this and other sections
of the state, On'July 11, 1814 a
detachment of British soldiers

comes 10 our form of government,
Democracy, because we hdve been
fighting for it since thc Mayllower
first set sail for these shores. His-
tory rccords that we fought for it
under the first President of these
United States, George Washing-
ton, and we have been ﬁghung for
it ever since.

‘We fought aCivil War to pro-
tect and maintain Democracy in
the Lincoln Administration. His-
tory relates that we wanted toshow
the rest of the woy 1d that we prac-
lice what we preaLh

Then later it was the Spanish-
American War, and we left our
shores o uphold our form of

" government, Democracy.
' Therc is  much was land 1 1s;

In1917, weentered World War
I and we were told - and history
records - that we were fighting “to
make. the world safe for Democ-
racy.” We sent our boys and girls
hree thousand miles across the

‘Atlantic Ocean to protect our form
f government. Twenty yearslater
- ¥Vorld War II broke out and we
of Massachusetts became Maine

10t only sent our boys and girls
‘hree thousand miles across the
tlantic, but we sent them seven

1deas asto why this section should

become a separate state and his-
tory records that it was to offset
the slave state of Missouri. Today,
the Northcastern section of Mas-
sachuseus
wildemess of little consequence -
has become the vacauon state of
the Nation. -

once listed as a vast -

Someonehassaxdﬂxatanymmg ,

worth havmg is worth fighting

for That must’ ‘be true when-it

came 10 Robbmston from }
port - then known as Fort Sull
- and arranged with the Amet
officer in charge there, to ev
ate Robbinston. Great was
rejoicing when a truce was ag
upon and war was avoided .
nearly two years of prepara
Haditnotbeen for thistruce si,
in 1814 between the British
the Americans, Robbinston w
have had a place in history a
scene of battle. *“War was avi
byahan' sbreadth” weretheu

LI ) PSSP

. thousand miles across the P;
to protect, maintain and pre:
our form ofgovernment - De:
racy

“Lifei is the mirror of slave
kmg

"Tis just what we are and

The giveio others the besi
have

And the best will come bac

you.”

_ Friends, 1 belicve these t
and girls whose names appea
the Memorial Tablet gave the
they had; andioday wehonorth
Their names are indelibly
graved on ths bronze tablet
will be there years and years a
we, who haveerected it, will h
crumbled to dust.

And now I have the hono
present it to the Town of Robt
ston on behalfof the Grange.

Ernest C, Bro

- The Memoial Site was ajo
effort of the Grange and |
members of thy local churc hes

Emest Brown wasRepresen
tivetothe Legisatureforsix yea

and owned ad operated t

Brooks Bluff Coirages.



