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letter written by the great shlpbullder INM Brewer, written on April

“Apparently

George Wadsworth was tive shi wer wontad 1832 schaa ;
 prospective ship bver. and Bee 4 83 b JOHN BURGIN 190 tons built by He ry“Poor P

1837 schooner AMANDA OPHELIA 57 tons built by Wm Jenkms

25; 1835 to George F. Wadsworth, merchant of Calars

to sell a vessel he was building.

- The letter read, in part: “I thmk 1 shall copper her to llght water
mark and 1ntend that she shall be superlor in every respect to any-
thmg ever bullt in thrs country She will have 8 or 10 iron knees (a

'COHS'[I‘UCthIl that combmes wood and iron) in the main deck She will -
We w111 have a

steer on a New Plan which I bought in L1verpool
WATER CLOSET in nearly every State room, w1th a Crstern and

Compleat: Her cabin will be finished with Satin Wood and Mahogany :

and she is a beautiful model, and I am certain she will out sail every
thmg on the coast. If you ‘wish to purchase you had Dbetter come

down and look at the vessel and in case you do, write me at home as
[ am very much engaged in gettmg my tlmber m the yard at Brandy ‘

Cove for a ship.”

~ Information about the vessels bu11t by Thomas Vose who began j

shlp bu11d1ng in 1800, is 1ncomplete and easily confused w1th those

built by Peter Vose. Thomas built the brlg GOLIATH of 233 tons in -

the years between 1811 and 1818 and three other vessels of un-
known tonnage; the brig RUBICON the FIRST ATTEMPT in 1792-
1801, and the SECOND ATTEMPT in 1801 02. :

Peter Vose is sa1d to have bullt 8 Vessels between 1819 and 1854
~and 1fth15 mformatmn is correct he was. bulldrng vessels for 35 years :

Peter Vose’ vessels are:
,1819 WILLIAM HENRY 130 tons
1832 brig LINCOLN 155 tons
1846 barque OLAVARA 381 tons
1846 barque OPHIER (OPHIR) 225 tons
1846 brlg EMMA PRESCOTT 185 tons

1854 barque PILOT FISH date unknown barque JONATHAN
GOODHUE 331 tons;
- yuilt 4 vessels between the years 1819 and 1823, and‘ ,

and HARBINGER 176 tons

e launchmg dates of hrs vessels seem more loglcal

1819 brig H VNAH143tons ol : .
1821 packet schooner SAINT CROIX 96 tons

1822 brig COLUMBIA 160 tons

3 ;Zaa%w’wf‘*m‘ ~3Z% Tond
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1841 brlg CALAIS 149 tons built by Gates Shlpyard
The vessels burlt by Gilbert Spear are 1mpresswe though only flVC
are llsted and were built within only four years /
1851 clipper barque CUBA of 354 tons

- 1852 brig AURELIA of 137 tons

1852 barque GAY HEAD of 393 tons =
- 1852 barque LORENZO SABINE of 166 tons
1854 ship OWWINGO of 988 tons .

James Cox was one of Robblnston S greatest sh1p builders, but re- -
ceived 11tt1e recogmtron for his accomplishments during his 11fet1me :
His wife’ s maiden name was Brewer, and Cox apparently lived- al- ’

_ways in the shadow of that great ShlprIldlng family. His own grand— "
daughters did not know that James had built famous clipper ships;

the 1038-ton RED GAUNTLET was bu11t in 1853 and the clipper
DICTATOR of 1293 tons in 1854. Cox also bu11t the frrst 3- masted'

brlg, the 300 ton CARBON the rrg, which later became known as
Barkentine.

Cox launched h1s flrst vessel the schooner RAMBLER of 172 tons

in 1843, and contlnued building until 1860, 1aunch1ng at least twenty

: vessels Wlth an approxrmate total of T 573 tons of shlppmg in 17
" years. -

The largest vessels bullt in Washmgton County were generally bu1lt '
for sale, or for out-of-state investors, and when they sailed down the

Saint Croix River to the sea, they never agam saw their place of

. launching. An exception. was the ELOUISA (or. LOUISA) “of 800 or

1000:tons built by Stephen Cox in 1856. In 1887 the ship returned to

- the Saint Croix for the first time; Cox was by then an old man, but

when he saw th hrp, recogmzed it 1mmed1ately, thoug )
an’ flag The wvessel anchored in the river, and

Cox

n ertained on board the vessel he had built and -
- -launched 31 years;‘before ‘The greatest perlod of ship building in
' Robbmston began in 1850 and contmued through 1856 w1th 81 ships
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~ built, the brig NELLIE HU]
- of 521 tons. No vesselV

-,»~7y‘ea‘r' total number of 1argé§_t tonnage , builder, e

' ~tons vesselsvessel : o

o 1850 2099_ 6 (GEORGE LAW .506 IN M Brewer
i 18571 4667 14 =~ NORTH STAR o727 T M Balkam

18525083 16  MOSES TAYLOR = 997 J N M Brewer

1853 6083 14°  RED GAIfNTLET 1038 JW Cox
18546930 11 DICTATOR 1293 JW Cox
18553700 10  STALWART 1105 J N'M Balkam
1856 4445 10 ELOUISA 1000 J W Cox

- ‘Two large Vessels the IVANHOE and the GOLDENLAND ‘were
built in 1857, but information about them is confusmg and they may -

have been built in elther Robblnston or Eastport. The depression of

1857 hit. the DownEast area hard, and had an almost catastrophlc ‘
. effect on ship building i in Robblnston from which it never really re-

covered. No vessels were built in 1858; and in 1859 only two were
27 tons and Shlp MARY STORER
63 or 1864fand although :

a few flne Vessels We d 1870 s, Robbmston S




' work had to be done by hand v L L :
: England was then the world’s greatest-sea power and her shlpy
were‘hungry for the burldmg materrals ava1lable from the forests al

yards of the Samt Croix. Rlver : :
The Saint Croix was.-not a trade bamer m those days\' workmen

_ between the Marmmes and the Passamaquoddy area, and sh1pbu1

- bought their supplres wherever they were cheapest and best and wor

men went where shlpyards pard good wages L

_was dlfﬁcult to ad even then and
- is more d1ff1cult to read correctly
today Much mformatlon such as

- was lost; the 'nage is most -
lrkely to be m error since num

‘”John Brewer launched
the br1g HA NAH of

e shrp GEM of 325 tons | in 1823
When a vessel was lrsted as havin;

Brewer yard in 1832 as

_tons builtin 1836, .

The schéoner BILLY as well as the brrg TRITON were the f
vessels built in Robbinston: but the names of their bu lders are unl

| burlders as well He built the schooner'GENERAL BREWER of 115 tons b

m erther 1817 or 1819 wrth shrpburlders Brlggs & Vose J N. M Brewe

REBECCA of 187 tons in e1ther 1836 1841 and the barque LU
WRIGHT of 520 tons in 1836. '

-~ Twenty vessels were built in Robbmston from 1800 to 1830 generally
one or two a year, sometrmes none at all. The largest of these was the

7

|  built six other vessels in the years between 1816*'

~ was the brig MOTION of 260 tons, and the smallest was the schooner
- rigged MARY ELIZA of 62 tons.

= ‘ J oshua_Bnggs and Peter Vose 'bu11t the brrg OPENANGO of 147 tons in

* 520 ton barque LU
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the largest

e yj-three vessels were bu11t 1in the years from 1833 to 1843 the

: largest of these was the sh1p METOKA (or MILOKA) of 755 tons built in
1841 by INM Brewer Other large vessels launched during this time

l

were the 633-ton ) WOODSIDE bullt by James Merrill in 1839; the

WRIGHT built in 1836 by J. N. M. Brewer and
e ames Memll The greatest period of shipbuilding in Wash-
. t : : ington County began in 1848

- and 1849 with the discov-
ery of gold in.California, but
this did not seem to in-
“crease the amount of ship
building i in Robbinston as
~much as it did in the other
county towns. Perhaps
the names of many ves-

- sels built in Robbmston at

- Continued next week..




