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Reminiscences of Robbinston and Its Iioneers.---NO. i

"pobbinston, . %aeiington County, *fe. 13 iescribed by A+ Js
Coolidge in his history of MNew England publisied in 1859 , a»

' follows. The town 1s situated on the west side of the 3t, Croix,

opposite St. Andrewe, N. B.; was granted by tie State of agges
chusetts, Oct. 21st, 1786, to udw. H. and Nataaniel J. Robbins,
of Milton, Yams., in honor of whom the town was named. Therw

were two families here at the time the grant was made, and

several others moved in shortly afterwards. *Yilliamson 8ay$ a

Post office was established here as early as '796:. The propries
tors entered ints the business of clearing a iettlement with
commendable zeal, and erected a storehouse ai | other buildings,.

on the 15th of January 1810, a committee was chosen by the ine
habltants consisting of John Brewer, Thomas Vose, John Balkam,
Obadianh Allen; Absl Brooks,; Job John, and Thaddeus 3ilbey $0 -
present their petition to the legislature for inecorporationj &fd
after the usual order of notice made returnable to the nex% legs
iglature (from which it appears John Balkam was plantation elerny
The town was incorporated February 18, 1811. For ma&ny yeaf's ’
Robbinston was the centre of trade for the nelighboring towns:s
Ship-building and commerce were earried to such an extent thati
the harbors of this town and 8t. Andrews, as rell as Pagsamas
quoddy Bay, were whita with shipping., The ptrts of Buropse fura
nished ready markets for the class of ships tuilt hers, but,
with the change of fashions in shipbuilding tae trade has de=
¢lined, and left the place but a fraction of its pristine glory
in this business. o ‘

: Jore nearly allied with Robbinaton then any other plaece
from 1ts &lose proximity is l'eutral Islands, (so called from
its positigm in the middle of the river which divided the two
courrtiies), It 1s quite small, its area prnbably not muech ex=
ceeding six acres; and is noted only for hav!ng heen as is R
supposed the winter guarters of the explorer. Plerre De uonts .
in 160/«5. (The colony of DeMonts was made 19 of Romanists and
Protestants. Among the latter was L'escarbot who was a Huguenot
miniater, consequently, Neutral Island wes the firat rrotastant
preaching ground upon this continent.) Apprehending denger froms
the savages, he srected a fortification upon the north part,
which entirely commanded the river. Traces of Sitis still in
exiatence, were found in 1798 by the commissicners appointed by
ingland and the United States, sent to determine the boundary in
this vicinity, some dispute about the same naving grown oud ef-
indefiniteness of the treaty of (1783) seventsen huudred and
eighty-threes. Ggreat mortality pFuvaried amorg DeMonia' men in
that dreadful winter, generally supposed to tave besr from
gscurvy; bdut in the opinion of somae, from drirking water from

the wellg--(several of which were dug by DeMcnts) poisoned by

the Indians, in retailiation for injuries recaived. Thers 18
but one house on the Island, the residence of tine keeper of the
lighthouse. This lighthouse was erascted in 1856, The British
government relinquished all elaim to the islend upon the final
settloment of the northeastern boundary; one half belongs te

the heirs of late Stephen Brawer, the other half to the United
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States. But to return after this digression, to Robbinsion, the
attention of the people is now devoted chiefl; to agriculture.
From the shortness of the asasason of vegetation in this latitude,
and the conseguent rapid growtn, productions escape in a great
measure the fluctuations of climats and the many diseases in-
cident to more southern lrtitudes, The surface is nearly level
but gradually rises in a gentle slope away from the river. Boys
den lake is a fine sheat of water about five ~iles in circums
ference, furnishing excellent trout fishing. There are also
three or four small ponds the streans issuing from which and
terminating in the st. Croix, supply water power PE¥ three gaw
mills, a grist mill, lath machires and a sugar bos machine.
There 18 alzo a taun ry. Topnlation 1C2P-‘valuation 152.67.n

Mr. Editer, 'in sending the adbove to you: for publieatlﬂﬂ' .
1 am led to add items of interest When e cnts first ef@l??id
this region in 1604 there was uot a whitc habitation on the
American coast from Newfoundland to Florida, although several
attempts had been made to estahliasn settlements; 3ir walter
Raleigh did not sucsead on the Carclina crast; in consequence
of disasters, no attempts were made at Mewfourdland. Gosnold
abandoned his design to settles Cape Cod, cons:quently the settles
ment made at Neutral Island and at Arnapolis, /. .ova Scotia, in
160,4-5 by De Mont were the first on the coast . De ''onts sowed
a field of grain on the main lend opposite the Island, whieh is
said to be the first grain raised on the cortinent.

_ The two familiss alluded to--their names were Somes and
MeDonald--gsettled at Liberty Toint. The other settlers wers
Saml, Jones and ®¥m. Bughes, wiho came from irorchester, ilass., Hf.
Johneon from Stroughton, Jacob Boyden from Foxkoro; a year or
two afterwards John Prewer came from Poxbury; Jas. Potter from
Roston. Thos. Vose of “ilton settled about 1790; Capt. Bradford
from st. George, “'e., Capt. l'ockendoff, Pristcl, “e., came a fsw
years later--John Ralkam of rorchester came atout 1800, all goed
and true men. ceveral of the most influential and respected
citizens of pastprort erz the descendants of tiese worthy men--

- the lats Hon. Aaron ilayden, ilon. J. Y. Liverrore, Lats Stephen
Jones, John A. Ralkam who was dep'ty (ol., also Alden Rradford
E#q., E. E. Shead, Rev. Geo. Richard=on and Stephen Pine.

John Brewer was a prominent and influential citizen, took
great intereat in the affairs of the town, held offices of trust
and responsibility, was appointed rest "aster during Gen. Washs
ington's administration, was appointed - agor_”enl 7th piv. ¥aine
militia, was rost Master twenty-five years, s 2ceeded by Genl.
John Balkam. @en. Rrewer married a ''iss “ark of St. Stephen,
M. B. She was a lady of intelligence and refinement; she teok
great interest with her nusbard in the affaire of the town, and
was always loyal to the government under which she lived. Qen.
Brewer died in 1832, Mrs. B. survived her hustand some twenty
years. Jas. Porter resided but two years in the place, moved %o
St. Stephen where he wes a leading business men for many years,
highly reapected. Hon. Thos. Vose occupied thie house erected by
Gov. Robbins on the land now owned by Thos. Cieveland, near the
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entrance to Mill Cove. r. Vose resided here about tsn years

and tien moved %o where the village now stancs, he having built

him a finas mansion; he was for foriy years estensively engagea |

in shipbuilding end lumbering, and was one of the leading bdusineas
men in this region. He repressented his district in the first legs=
islature, was also on C2v. ¥ing's eouncil, held various town
offices, wiis a man of good discernment ard Judgment in all matt ers
pertaining to town or ctats., i, Vose used to relate the following
amusing story: Gov. King in travelling stopned at a hotsl; K -
ordering a room, S8upper, bottle of wine, boot jack, and a pair of
slippers, a Frenehman stopping at the mane he.el not wishing t& be
outdone, also ordered a room, supper, two bot.les wine, two baots
Jacks and two pairs slippers, remarking that e had traveled in
Europe, had seen the Xing of France, also the ¥ing eof Germany, -
but the King of Bath was ths greatest of them all, géoad fBPfgﬁ!i°',
Frenchman. S

MF. Vose died in 18,8. after ur. vose vacated the Robbing
house John Ralkam arriving in town with his family cecupied it,
He too was an influential man, was chosen to ‘he Maine Senate,
was a member of the (ov.'s counelil, arpointed rost ‘mster in 1821
or 1822, was at one tims Yajor Gen. 7 Div. Yoine “1l1itia, was
prominent in all matters pertaining to the church, and was fog
many years a leading member of the democratie party. 0en: B
died 1in 1832, (e also built him a fire residence, whieh was
destroyed by fire about twenty years since.) : ,

The cottage sta:ding in front of the Crewer ‘'ansion, (now
orned by Hon. 8. S. Pike) was built as early aa 1792; the capt.
Eradford house built two or thres years leter is now standing,
also the house built by Saml., Jones probably as early as 1782¢

ST. CRO”X
Robbinaton, rarech 29. A76.
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country and France, a collision seeming inevitable, president -
Washington issued a proelamation appointing a national fast; the
proclamaticn having in some way reached the good peopls of Robs
binston, (thers was nc pnat office or post route at that tigai}
they had no ministe , the 1tinerant hed found his way inte this =
elmoast unknosm regi:n, but his visits were few and far betweenj
what 18 to be done; the fast must be obssrved for the rresident
has said so. They went to ft. Andraews, ', B, and invited parsen.
Andrews, and fpiscoral elergymen, to preach on the occasion; the
services were held st the house of nenl. John Rrewer, the Bermon, -
wilch the writer of this read a fow years ago, was good and
appropriate, .and wbuld not disgrace a modern pulpit; there ¢ou
4ﬁ3€tﬁﬁ?§ besn in the town at this time more than 10 ov 12 famt
. flon. E. N. R6bbins, one of the proprietors of the town,
and who was at one fime Lieut. Covernor of assachusetts, frequents
ly vieited the place and took great interest in enything relating
to the town, and was highly esteemed by the people. (ovs: Robbins
was dignified and affable in hie addrese, and was a gentleman 6f
the old school, a generation of men long since passed away. His
sons after the death of their father frequently visited the laes,
end are true representatives of an honored perent. The Robbins
farm, so called, was 80ld by the heirs about twenty yeers ago}.
they now own no land in the town.
' The settlers coming from Massachusetts where they had. been
~accustomed to the sound of the chureh going bells, found themselves
shut out from all religious privileges, they established meeting
upon the Sabbath, se;'mons being read by Father Jones and Bugbesj
in absence of a pastsr this early custom has been faithfully =
followed to the present time, a period of twenty-five years.

They built a log aschool house; among the first teachers
. were the late Benj. Jones kasq., from Pennysville, a Mr: Bugbee

who came from Dorcheater, a relative of the pioneer. BSeveral years
afterwards a man by the name of Spooner care from Roston and taught
several yeers; was wz2ll educated. On one occasion his head not
being exactly level, the boys taking advantage of the situation
thought they would have some sport, one boy rolling his manuseript
threw it across the achool room at another boy. Spooner failiﬁg
on inquiry to discov:r the offender and determined that the guilty
one should not escaps punishment, made the attempt to ferrule
every acholar in the house; one after snother fled from the house,
leaving Spooner alone in his glory. Spooner efterwards resided in
Cooper. He was founu dead on the roadside.

A post office having been established in 1796 a man by the
name of Cram carried the mail between Mcose Island (Eastport) and
Rbbbinston . There being no roads at that time, Cram traveled on
the shore and the banks of the river, probably using his ecoat
poeket for a mail Bap. Years afterwards tAis beeame a distributing
office for the kEnglish mail, and wam one of the best paying in the
Btate. The followin: persons have been rost Master: John Brewer,
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H. Vose, T. H. Briggs, J« W. CoX,

“Rufus Gates, the present incumbent
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There had not been mush increase of
population up to 1800, the town laving
been settled about fourteen years; about
this time and for several years after-
ward settlers continued to arvive, prinei-
pally from Massachusetts and New Lamp-
shire, all good and reliable men, many of
them first class mechanics. The first
meeting ealled for the purpose of choos-
ing plantation officers, also State and
and County oflicers was April 1800. We
find the follewing record. “voted to dis-
pense with the choies of State officers.”
(GGeorge Stillman Eeq.. received fourteen
votes fer Ceunty Treasurer; Thos. Vose,
Obidiah Allen, Saml. Jones Jr., Assess-
ors. The first money voted by the in-
habitants was one hundred and fifty del-
Iars, for support of schools. There aps
pents to have been no want of eandidates
for Register of Deeds in 1804, as appears.
by the records, Stillman Smith reeseived
seven votes, Jere O'Brien thvee, Leovi
Fairbanks two, Ralpli H. Bowles one,
Tlie first election for State Officers was
in 1807, for Gov. ¥as, Sailivan reccived
twelve votes, Caleb Strong seven; for
Lieat. Governovr, Levi Lincoln eleven,
Edw. Ii. Bobbins, Exq., gjx. Strong and
Robhins were federalists, Sullivan and
Lincoln were Republicans, (ur Demo-
crats.) K. 1I. Robbins the nominee for
‘Lieat. Governor, was the proprietor of
hie township, his opponent received near-
ly twice as many votes. Robbins was
personally, popular with the people of
Robbipé'ton. but politically unpopular us
appears by the vote. A vote was taken
né this meeting to see if Lthe people was
in favor, or opposed to a separation of
the Dist. of Maine frem tlie Common-
wenlth of Massachusetts; 15 votes being
the whole number cast were uguinst sep-
&ration, as the Dist. of Maine did not be.
rome an independent gtate until 1820, it
would seem that it took the people twelve

rears {o tind out that it was for their best

‘nterest *'to vaddle their own canoe.” At
v meeting of the inhabitants Sepr. 1819,
‘hos. Vose received thirty-eight votes.
ad wu- ho-en delegate 0 attend & con-
entign at 'ortland, to frame a Constita-

(&7

op for the new State of Maine. Gen.

smugglers in demand. | Soverament sent
officials to R.. to wateh the movement of
things, but somehow the quantity stored
from time to time grew beautifolly jess,
to the delighit of the people ucross the
viver, It wonld appenr that the officials
were not as eflicient ag they should have
Leen. Doubloons were very plenty at
that time,

War having been declared in 1812,
Robbinston being situated on the Hnes
between the countries was an important

was built, it stood on the rising ground a
few rods west «f where the choreh now
stands, a company of minute men were
drafted into the service. Thos. Vose was
appointed captain, Taft Coomstock of

Eastport second Licutenant; other com-
panics were ordered fgre, one eommand-=
£d by Capt. Gregory, Wm. Delesdeniar
of Enstport, holding a commission under
Gregory. Two other companies staion=
ad here were commanded by Nash and
Manuing, Maj. Gen. Johin Balkam com-
manding the forces,stationed here and at
Eastpert. Things putting on n warlike
appearance, two or three British men of
war lving off St. Andrews—Privateers
were fitted out, a vessel being enptured
by a privaleer was brought to Robhins-
ton with a waluable cargo. The com-
mander of one of the men of war finding
it out sent 2 barge manned with a nam—
ber of men and oflicers to recapture it,
algo to enpture the privateer. The offic-
et in command at the barraeks determin=
ed 1o tire into the barge, but the citi-
zens objected to such a fool hmrdy pro-
cerding. The officer was finally per-
suaded to desist; had he proceeded inthe
attack the town would bave been bomn-
barded, and 1aid In ashes. Samuel F.
Morse of Machins being detuined on
hoard of one of the ships of war as pris—
oner, his friends hearing of it, determin-
ed to get him clear,so two of them board-~
od the vessel with fresh provisions for
sale. Morse improving his oppertunity

sitpped unobserved into the boat and
mande biis eseape, - The commander was
80 incensed ut the turn things had tuken

he held thie two men ns prisoners, threut—
ening to carry them to Kngland. The
men not exsily frightened told him that
was just where they wanted to go,as they

lmd n great desire to visit England.

Through the gpfluence of some of the

leading men 8PSt. Andrews they were

doslly aliowed to go free.
At the breaking out of the war QGav.

Robbing had a ship building at Robbins-~

ten, nearly ready to launch, receiving a

part of her enrgo of bonrds, and bricks,

while cn the stocks. Gov. RY w s very

mueh :.armed fearing the Eoglish wenll

burm & r on'thestocks. He finally fanunch-

ed amd sent her arvonnd te Cohaeo.d

placein a military point,n large barrack’

Lubec fivst Lieutenant, a Mr. Gould of|
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Thos. Vose received thirty-eight votes.
and was chosen delegate to attend a con-
vention at Portland, to frame a Constitu-
vion for the new State of Maine. Gen.
Tohn Brewer received twenty.one votes
or the above office. Myr. Vose wus

walist. At an election for Representa-
ive to Congress in 1818, it appears that
mly three persons assembled for that
yurpose, vne selectman, town clerk, and
me other person, consequently no vote
was taken; it would appear that the vpol-
tician” was not around that vear, such a
itate of things would not anmswer for
1876, when the President eleet, has but
yue majority electoral vote. Appropria-
;iony having been made by & vote of the
wown for the support of preaching,ns well
s schools, the people realized the impor-
ance of having & house of worship buiit.
Hany will recollect the 8ld “white mect—-
ng hiouse” on the hill, a few rods south
if A. G. Buck’s residence, it was s sfruc-
ure of no wmean appearance (for the
imes) with its tower supported by three
iillara, and in it a bell, which on a2 calm
norning eould be heard two miles, and

rhieh nover failed Lo notify -the—inhadb]

nnts of St. Andrews, us well as Robbins.
on thist the glonriouws Fourth of July had
rrived. Many are the incidents connect-
a with the old white meeting house. On
ne ogoasion when the people were us.
embling for worship. a lady on entering
ter pew feund an Indiar in a kneeling
rostare: it was evident from his appear-
ince that he had been imbibing rather
reely, and was'in no fit frame of mind
or devatlpnal coxercises. He was re-
fuested to leave which he did, saying,
*Kilthog (Kellogg) e say me pray.” On
wother oocasion a Presbyterian minis-

in
ywlitics a Republican, Mr. Brewer a Fed-

Mney wveveny

part of her oargo of bourds, and bricks.
while on the stocks. Gov. RY was very
much alarmed fearing the English would
burn her on the stocks. He finally launch-
ed and sent her around to Cobscook
where she would be Jess exposed. She
was about four hundred tons, Mr. Josh-
un Briggs was the master builder. Her
name was the Sagadabioe. A few years
since Lthe Boston Advertiser published an
interesting account of this ship. She
proved to be a very successful vessel,
clearing the cost of building the first
voyaze she made, it is said. She was the
largest ship sailing out of Bosior at that
time,which is now more than sixty years
singe.

Juny. 26, 1876.

St. Croix.

It is rumored that an arrangement
with the Cuban rebels has been entered
upon by the Spunish authorities upon the
following conditions: Peace is to be de-
clared and antonomy is granted to the
island. A Spanish eaptain general ig to
remain five years, nfter which the gov-
erning power is to be eclected by the
people.

There is some prospect of 5 “corner™ in
the potato market in New York eity.—
-Lhe-prices.ave-roW higher than for many
years, and potatoes are searce and in
great demand.

Austria declines the Porte’s requert to
mediate between Torkey, Servin and
Montenegro, beciuse averse ~io iaking;

to treat directly with tie prineipalitics.
e

" The Electoral Commiltee will be com-

Losed of Messrs, Edmunds, Morton, Fie-

tinghuysen, Thurman and Bayard, on the

jart of the Senate, and Messrs. . Garfield,

Hoar. Payn+, Field and Tucker from the
Iouse. L A R R

singly such m-step. bu: advises the Porter
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. cmmmsees anu payard, on thel,
s asnve wiich he did. saying, | bart of the Senate, and Messrs. Garfield, | L
e -
‘tKi]lhog (Kellogg) he say me pray.” On | Hoar, Payne, Field and Tucker from the !
another occasion a Presbyterisn minis- House. :
ter from St. Geeorge, N. B.. by the name . - o
3 o pulpit; just be- | Nevertry to file off the edges of a sharp
gl‘?:l;f 2;3?5??;::13!11?1’105(! lth; }people ﬂlgbt'of ;tep s by slidiag down them on 5
j ; your hack,
and minister stood upon the steps of the Th T . )

. : . Ctre weather in Franee is so unreason-
church to witness 2 baptism b? TIMET Fupiy mild as to alarm the agrienltural
sion at the river,by the Methodist people. intérests.

Mr. D. h"dvm"fer witnessed a bz‘tptrsm» by Philadelphia commerce has suffered
mmersion in his own country (Scotland), lurgely from the severity of the winier,
1e was so impressed with tho ceremony | which has eaunsed great interruption to
hat he became an immersionist, He af |the shipping interest. ‘
srwards settled in New York city where A Freneh woman has bequeathed‘sl'l,_
& way a popular baptist minister for 460 ?0‘3 ?;)lM“"SG*“GS for & horse and dog
sighly respected for his piety and|P08pital. L o
éadgs’“’_’k J Sopmuch for i!?]m:;'sion Cardinal red Bas_had its day. Royal
,‘; :vm hs. buils about LSOJ‘ :md‘ blue is now the fashionable color,
‘be church was huilt abo B . ' L I
rould seat some one hundred and fifty | A German detective in London assert-
v > . N . - | od before o magistrate the other day that
ersons. At one time it was nsed for 2. conld indicate by name 500 individuals
<hool house. When the church was|in the Unjted Kingdom who earn their
smpleted, nnd having no minister in the :?cm)ne by lij}wmgﬂillg. Scoleéy-] I\l;m;oaviev,
. ’ s 1t he could point out at least twelve
:a;;, P a:;,mlx} M&ii]liéﬁ::gof:’s t)p;‘ffoiz awong them who keep their carringes.
weplien, iN. L., 9
ne.aervices at the dadtczft?on. ’{"he ‘;’]d, manufactory of aniline colors which am. e
vhite mueting house imving had its duy ploys one. thousand workmen, thirty |y,
7as taken down about thirty.five vears|stemm engines, a eapital of three miiiion

-

[} sy gy gy my— so— ;

At Manheim, Gormany, there is one

—

120, & larger and more commodious one | dollars nad its produet of colors and.soda |
aking e : »nce of a|is about seven millions a year. Tt is the

‘B'.k n& s place. In the ahm‘m‘b. o | fargest establishment of the kind g the
ninister Gen.Balkam and Deacon Topliff world. g
read sermons on the Sabbath, the people — )
of Robbinston then, (a3 now) were a New Publications. ve
chureh going people. We are led in re- —

riewing the past to inquive. ““The fathers| A Wl_nox% oF Wixnbsor, An English novel, | o4
vhere are they; The prophets do they by Annie Gaskell, Loring, Publisher, Bos-
ive ferever?” Many ‘incidents which |ton. Anexchange spesks as foliows of this |35
ranspired in the exrly settlerent of the | P02k, the second of the “Helen’s Babies’ |- 3

e - 8
ywn are often related by the old inhabi- series . 4 K;
ts. On one oceasion & woman by the ‘It is not often that so charming and at-| L
‘mis. Uno § an by tractive o story.comes to us' from over the | 598
ame of Bprague living at Gen. Brewer’s® water as ‘A Wivow or Winpsor.’ It isa| I
ent to the pasture.only a short distance, | brilliant, gracefol sketch of English life, | age
. ) sr e oo land. Knglish gentlewomen and geatlemen, |
» drive the cows up, and did not veturn by one who evidently knows of twhat she 55
atil the third day, when she landed ut -.?peaks.a'n% l'dots ;ot paint ﬁgcturesifmm II
v e e reursay... dhe book opens with its plos, if| T
te shore homar boat, nat ﬁmlm‘f the. E)ot it can be called, lgily developed pin the | Bia
'ws she strayed away and got lost in the ivst chapter. An aeeident—a complication | ¢
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